
During the first few weeks of treatment it had to be decided whether I was to undergo an operation or radiotherapy. I 
met with an orthopaedic surgeon in Adelaide who said that the tumour in my pelvis was very large and an operation 
would mean removing my pelvis and never walking again. This was probably the first time that I realised how serious 
my cancer was and I was scared. This was the darkest time of my life and what hurt me the most was the effect it was 
having on my mum. 

Upon exploring other options, we found a surgeon in Sydney that could not only save my life but could save my legs 
too. On the 2nd of April 2012, after approximately four cycles of chemotherapy, I underwent a 14 hour operation where 
my blood volume was replaced four times over. The whole right side of my pelvis was removed, exposing it to an 
extremely high dose of radiation—to kill the tumour—and was then screwed back into my body. The operation was  
a success and my outcome was starting to look really positive. 

On the 11th of August 2012, I had my last cycle of chemotherapy. The overwhelming relief that I experienced on that  
day was a moment that I will remember for the rest of my life. Against all the odds, I did it.

The Childhood Cancer Association played a major role in making my cancer journey more bearable. I would have 
regular visits from their Counsellors during my time in hospital, where they would greet me with their positivity  
and enthusiasm.

They provided morning teas with other parents where, as Mum says they ‘created an environment to either laugh  
or cry’. They also provided free counselling for Mum, organised and financed a wheelchair and even provided  
football tickets.

I do not regret having cancer. Even though I am left with a less functional hip, which creates many limitations and 
challenges, I would still not give up the fact that I once had cancer. This is due to the incredible amount of love  
and support that I received from my friends, family and even strangers. 

The main thing I have learnt is how much I love my friends and family, and how much they love me. It is the 
relationships made through the Childhood Cancer Association, and the love and compassion I have received that  
I will truly treasure forever, and has made having cancer all worthwhile.

I encourage you to please give generously today, so that the Childhood Cancer Association is there to support families 
—just like mine—in the future. Every family deserves to receive the support that we did.

Ed, 19 years—childhood cancer survivor 
on behalf of The Childhood Cancer Association Inc.

P.S. Remember, all donations are 100% tax deductible and if you donate today, you can make your claim  
in this year’s tax return.
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Pictured above: Travis Boak with Ed

“I joined the Childhood Cancer Association (CCA) as an  
Ambassador in 2010, and every year I am amazed at what the
team does for kids with cancer and their families 
—it is so inspiring. 

I wanted to join CCA because when I was 16, I lost my dad 
to cancer and it was the hardest time in not only my life, but also 
for my family.

I am fortunate enough now to be in a position to help the kids 
and their families going through this battle, by saying hello 
and trying to put a smile on their face in hospital, or simply just 
talking footy, because I know how hard it is to go through this. 
Some of my great memories are kicking the footy with kids, and 
throwing the little footballs with the kids in their hospital bed 
and seeing them with a smile on their face. 

The CCA team do an amazing job at helping these kids and their 
families, and I am so proud to be involved with such a great 
group. That is why I encourage everyone to please help support 
this great Association so they can continue to help these strong 
kids and their families.” 

Travis Boak, Port Adelaide Football Club Captain  
& Childhood Cancer Association Ambassador

The Childhood Cancer Association is currently providing FREE, ONGOING and TAILORED hands on support  
to more than 250 families.  

For further information about the services and support provided, please visit www.childhoodcancer.asn.au




